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_ GENTLEMEN OF THE CoUNCIL 


“anno Hovsk‘ or REPRESENTATIVES: 


t 


By virtue ‘of the Fourth Section of the Act of Congress proyi- 
ding a temporary government for the Territory of Montana, it, is 
enacted that the legislative power, and authority of said Terri- 
tory shall be vested i in the Governor and Legislative As sembly. 
The third section of the same act provides | that -in case of the 
‘ death, removal, resignation or absence of the Governor from the 

Territory, ‘the Secretary shall be, and he 18, thereby authorized’ 


$ 


of the Governor, during such vacancy or absence. Coa 


4 


The contingency thus provided for;'havıng occurred’in the pres- 
ent instance, by reason-of the-absence of the Governor from the 


Territory, it-devolves.upon me, as Secretary, to act in that ca- _ 


pacity and represent that branch-of the Legislative Assembly 
vested in the Executive. We, theréfore, -gentlemen, constitute 
the Fifth Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Montana. 
Having in this manner pointed out tho legality of our present rê Tê- ˆ 


- lations, it only remains that I should'signify my readiness to join 


with you in those duties prescribed by ‘law, for the promotion of 
‘ the prosperity and welfare of our- people. ear POS 


Coming as you do from’ every county in the Territory, and 
necessarily familiar with every interest and want of the „public, 
would perhaps 3 render any récomméndations from me unnéces- 


x 


, sary and superfluous. 1 shall, therefore, only conform“ to Exee- 


2397 
utive custom, by intimating a few subjects, ‘whieh T believe de- 
serve your consideration, and action. i =, 


` AUDITOR AND TREASURER: ee ae 
` The-law of the Territory requires the Auditor and, Treasurer 
to report directly to the Legislative Assembly.’ While thisyre— 
lieves me from the usual review qfour fi financial. condition, it dogs 
_ not preclude ı me from, commending to. your thoughtful, attention’. 
, the report of these: faithfal fficera. © - +. مج‎ pam 
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4 GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 


CALIFORNIA PRACTICE ACT. ۱ 

The California Practice Act, passed at the last session, bas been 
found by experience to he well adapted to our condition in its 
general features. I would recommend, however, that so much 
of it as prescribes the method of taking and authenticating depo- 
siticns out of the Territory be simplified, so as to obviate the ne- 
cessily of applying.to either the district or probate judge ior a 
commission. A simple notice, accompanied by interrogatories, 
served by the party taking the deposition upen the opposite par- 
ty, and & provision limiting the time within which the party so 
served may furnish cross interrogatories, together with such in- 
structions and formalus forthe proper authentication of the dep— 
osition, addressed to the magistrate for his government in taking 
the same, would auswer all the purposes of justice and greatly 
facilitate the convenicnee of courts and parties. 

PAYMENT OF JURORS, WITNESSES, &c. 

Tho ect providing for the pavment of jurors, witnesses end offi- 
cers, operates very oppressively upon the persons interested. I 
recommend a repoal of the firat section < f sald act, and such al- 
terations in the subsequent sections thereof as shall secure the 
officers, jurors and witnessea the payment of their just fees, if 
they require it, as 2 condition precedent to the rendition of any 
service of an official character. 

CORPOBATION LAW. 

I also recommend that so much ofthe general corporation law, 
adopted at the last session, as provides for the incorporation of 
companies for the construction of roads and bridges, be repealed. 
These publie conyeniences should be provided at the expense of 
the couity or counties through which they pass. Improvements 
by roads and bridges should be made by corporations, in such 
eases only, as it may clearly ppear that they cannot be profita- 
bly constructed at the publi expense. And in all incorpora- 
tions thus formed, provision should be made forthe rapid absorp- 
tion of the corporation by the public, at as early a day as possi- 
ble, on payment of all expenses actually incurred by it. 

EXECUTORS, WILLS, &C. 

The act in relation to executors is deficiont in provisions regu- 
lating the attestation of wills and property held by devise. It 
needs a careful revision. 

LEGISLATIVE AND FEDERAL OFFICERS. 

1 recommend the repeal of the laws providing for the payment 
of the members of the Legislative Assembly and the Federal ofi- 
cers from the treasury of the Territory. 
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ATTACHMENT LAW 

The attachmert law is found to be a great improvement upon 
the law first pissed upon that subject. In order that it may be 
entirely effective, I r: ecmmend that ıt be so amended as to au- 
thorize the issuance of the writ upon all evidences of in lebred- 
ness, based upon a consideration payable in gold dust. 

LIMITATION LAW 

I call your attention to section eight of au act concerning hm- 
itations, approved Feb. 9, 1865. Its glaring ambiguity bas defied 
the perceptions of our hest lawyers, and I suggest that ıt be 
either stricken from the ‘statute book, or such changes 1 e m: de 
as will give it a definite meaning. 

JURORS. 

The act concerning jurors, passed last session, should be 
amended so thatthe county commissiouers may be authorized to 
draw a-iarger number of trial jurors. It is often difficult to ob- 
tain an unprejudiced jury from so small a number as eightee 3, 
and I would recommend that the number be increased to thirty. 

A law should be enacted, presembing fully the manner ın which 
appeals may be taken from the probate to the district court 

SCHOOL LAW. 

Our school law needs revision. It should be adapted to our 
condition and necessities, Our Territory 1s not suiliciently pop- 
ulous, nor the stability of its society so thoroughly established, as 
to justify the introduction of graded schools. < We can, however, 
assimilate that system, and greatly improve the one now in ex- 
istence. As there is no subject which commends itself by so 
many claims to the generous consideration of the Legislative 
Assembly—so there 1s none in which a deeper interest is felt by 
the citizens of the Termtory. Constant improvement in the 
Common School system is the surest evidence a people can afford 
of ther progress m the refinements and elegancies of life. Ours 
is especially an age of intellectual improvemont. Next in im- 
portance to liberty itself, the greatest blessing we can confer upon 
our children is education. No stronger inducemént to the early 
settlement of our Territory can be offered to people of culture 
and enterprise, than a thorough and well arranged system of com- 
mon schools. The preparation of such a work should be com- 
mitted to men of experience, who umte with a thorough knowl- 
edge of the system, acquaintance with the present wants of „the 
Territory, and its ability to support the system required. Such 
men are to be found among us, and I therefore recommend that, 
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6 GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 

at as early a day as practicable, you refer this important subject 
to a commission cf three or more vxperienced persons, with a 
request that they furnish for your consideration, a bill for such a 
law, having reference to the wants of the Territory and the econ- 
omy of the system. 

Isubmit herewith the repcrt of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. It will be seen that there has been an encouraging 
Increase inthe number of schools, scholars and school houses 
during the year. The report deseyves a careful perusal. From 
a hasty reading I can most heartily approve of all of its recom- 
mendations, and I bespeak for it your attentive consideration. 

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA. 

In connection with this subject, I trust it will be thought proper 
for me to recommend tho passage of a law at thissession tor the 
incorporation of the University of Montana. An institution of 
this kind must sooner or later be established in this Territory, 
and we have the fruits of the careful foresight of the first settlers 
of our country in the world-renowned Universities of Harvard 
and Yale, to confirm w in tho belief that it cannot be established 
too soon. Tt may, probably will, be years before it can be organ- 
ized upon a scale commensurate with the powers conferred upon 
ıt; but daring. that time i$ will not be lost sight of by the pubhe 
and may through the liherality of our own citizens become the 
recipiont of favors which will form a healthy and lasting endow- 
ment. Ifthe future development of Montana realizes our just 
expectations, wealth will flow in upon us through a thousand 
channels yet unexplored, end beget in this community an enlarged 
publie spirit, which we may reasonably anticipate will adopt, 
among the first of its benefactions, the means of general and 
thorough educaticn. Attention would then be directed to the 
University, and finding a law with liberal provisions upon our 
statute book, our citizens would avail themselves of it, to give 
force and utility to such donations, as an time to time they 
might feel ita pleasure to make. 

FUGITIVES FROM JUSTICE. 

Your attention is respectfully invited to that provision in the 
criminal statute, sections 291 and 292, relating to the reclama- 
tion and delivery of fugitives from justice. The law is compli- 
cated and lacks that precision needful to a distinct understand- 
ing of its provisions. I would recommend its repeal altogether 


“asa part cf the criminal law of the Territory, and the passage of 


a separate act upon the subject, so expressed as to define specifi- 
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cally the duties of the several officers of the 'erritory entrusted 
with its execution. 


QUARTZ AND PLACER MINING. 

Tho snecessful prosecution of quartz mining during the past 
year leaves no room for doubt that this 1s speedily to become the 
leading pursuit of the Territory. In view of that fact every pos- 
sible encouragement should be afforded by legislation, to lead to 
an early and satisfactory development of the different districts, 
It is impossible, ir the infancy of this mcenpation, to caleulate the 
grand results which are to flow from it in the future, but this we 
may certainly affirm, that when the extent and mchness of our 
mineral resources are as wel! understood abroad as at home, the 
growth and prosperity of the Territory will advance with unpre- 
cedented rapidity. 


At the last session of the Legislature a law was passed for the 
encouragement of the agricultural interests, authorizing an an- 
nual fair for the exhibition of produce and stock, and placing at 
the disposal of the officers in charge of the same, the disposition 
of the fund arising therefrom, in the form of premiums to the 
most successful exhibitors. [tf has occurred to me that a similar 
act for the encouragement of quariz and placer mining, would 
tend greatly to the development of lodes a: d placers already dis- 
covered, and excite emulation among prospectors for the discov- 
ery of others Such xa organization might offer premiums for 
fine und valuable specimens; and the specimens thus obtained 
might be formed into a cabinet for the Territory, which would 
illustra'e in miniature, the extent and richness of those natural 
deposits upon which its prosperity depends. An unanswerable 
argument would thus be turaished to the manifold objections to 
our Territory, with which the failures of the first few years of its 
history have filled the minds of eastern capitalists. Let premi- 
ums ho offered for other. purposes also—for the best mill or fur- 
nace, millwright or smelter; for the most skillful feeder or hand- 
iost apron-tender or amalgamator; for the best proved lode, the 
deepest shaft, and a shaft sunk in the most workmanlike manner. 
T believe an association for this purpose no less important with 
us than the agricultural, and I am confident, if properly organ- 
ized, it would arouse intense interest and useful rivalry, which 
would greatly enhance the vital interests of our Territory.. We 
need some effort of a public character to evince our own confi- 
dence in our resources as well as to remove the false impression 
concerning them ۰ 
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8 GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. > 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

An effort to revive the Historical Society of the Territory 
which promises to be successful, has been recently made at Hel- 
ena. The importance of this institution to the Territory is incal- 
culable. It will necessarily gather into its eabmet, specimens of 
the mineral wealth, as well as of the geology and fossil remains 
with which the Territory abounds. Properly conducted it may 
be made an epitome of the Territory itself, ar d henceforward, at 
all times, illustrate its progress and decelopment more thorough- 
ly than it could be done, by auy of the ordinary re earches of vis- 

Aters, strangers and savans. It was formerly the custom of the 
government, upon the urganization of anew Territory, to appro- 
priate an amount ranging from $2,500 to $5,000 to pi ovide forit 
a library. Our Territory having been organized in the midst of 
the great civil conflict, now so happily closed, this appropriation 
was, from prudential reasons, withheld. I would suggest to the 
Legislature that they now unite in a petition or memorial, set- 
ting forth the fact of the organization of the Historical Society, 
and ask for the customary appropriation. , 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. 

Of the many subjects of interest te which a residence in this 
Territory is calculated to direct attention, few are of more im- 
mediate or prospective impcrtance than a thorough geological 
survey. We have learned enough of our resources by casual ob- 
servation, to know that such an enterprise would result in a real, 
practical benefit, and add greatly to the riches of scientific re- 
search and exploration. No other portion of the continent pre- 
sents equal attracticns to our men of science. Primitive and 
volcanic remains, petrifactions, fossils, hot, warm und medicinal 
springs, immense gold and silver deposits, coal, iron, copper, pre- 
cions stones and marble, are found in great-profusion and variety 


_ in all parts of the Territory. Our soil and climate aro adapted 


to the highest cultivation. There is eyery inducement on the 
score of general utility, for government to engage in this work, 
and with a view of calling their attention to its importance 
and magnitude, I respectfully recommend that you would, by 
memorial, request its early commencement, 

RAILROADS. 

Another subject upon which you may most fitly memorialize 
Congress is the Northern Pacific Railroad; and also the contem- 
plated Lranch railroad connecting our Territory with tLe Union 
Pacific. Our citizens are by no means‘indifferent to the influ- 
ences which thus far have retarded the Northern Pacific. To 
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them its early construction is of the highest importance, as it 
will traverse tho entire bieadth of the ,ع وتو‎ and furmsh a 
speedy connection with the navigable waters ot the Missinsppi on 
the east and the Paczhe on the west. ‘This connection, or the 
one by means of a branch railroad with the Uunon Pacitie in tne 
Salt Lake valley, would give us s resrstless push forwarl, multi- 
ply the facilities,of trade, pro duce uniformity in the prices of 
merchandize throughout the season, and cheapen and hasten the 
transportation of heavy machinery, which n nst be in constant 
lemand as our quartz interests are improved. We have great 
reason to rejorco at the near completion of the Union. ۵ 
Railroad, ‘That great inter-ocsanie artery, prosecuted with un- 
examp!ed and marvelous rapidity, has already imparted fresh life 
and vigor to the business operations of this Territory, and awak- 
ened in our people a strong desire for an early connection with 
it. Such an improvement would be of as much value to the 
main thoroughfare as to the people of the Territory; for, u re- 
turn for the conveniences afforded by it, in a rapid and comforta- 
ble transit to either ocean, the way commerce and passenger 
travel would be greatly augmented. ‘here 1. no reason why 
Congress should not be as liberal in its bequests to this lateral 
branch as to the main trunk. Let a memorial set forth our wants 
and ask what we need. 


TERRITORIAL IMMIGRATION. 


{n a thoughtful consideration of tho various inducements 
which our Territory offers to emigrants, and the numerous chan- 
nels through which labor here may be profitably distiivuted, I 
am satisfied tnat we need at the present tıme some more efficient 
means than we now possess for making our resources known 
broad Out country is capable of sustaining and affording 
profitable and constant employment to a population of half a 
million, Of the thousands of immigrants te America from North- 
ern- Europe, especially from the Scandinavian count1es,a large 
number, by a well directed effort, could be induced, every year, 
to seek a homo in Montana. The advantage to our Territory of 
introducing this class of the laboring population of Europe, needs 
only to be illustrated by remarking the success of similar exper- 
iments in Wisconsin, Iowa and Minnesota. No more industri- 
ous, well-behaved, thrifty citizens have settlod ım’ those commu- 
nities. Ready to adapt themselves to all the resources and de- 

mands of new countmes, with courage to endure, and the patient 
toil to overcome all privations, they soon, by affiliation, are reck- 
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one l among us, and knuw no interests separate from our own, 

They ave needed in our valleys ani among our mines, and 
wherever alsein our Territory there ıs labor to be performed, 

The presence of this bard) and industrious race among us,would 
spon dispense with any farther demand for the services of the 
Mongolia, now so fast multiplying upon us. Our labors it 

this tezard should be pursued at the great depat in New York 
City. I recommend this subject to your attention with the view 
of devising some means for the stea iv and permanent increase, 
year by, year, of our population. Most of the western States and 
Territories have a Commisaiouer of Emigratioa stationed in New 
York, with maps and publications in the various languages, des- 
criptive of the State or Territory he represents, its geography 
and advautages. Perhaps you might deom it advisable to cre 

ate the office of Commissioner of Emigration and make it bis 
duty tc reside at the city of New York, and employ such efforts 
as might be necessary to invite a foreign emigration to Mon- 
tana. ` 

BIENNIAL SESSIONS. 

I suggest a joint resolution instructing our Delegate in Cou- 
gress te secure an smendm nt to the Organie Act, providing that 
hereafter members of the Council shall hold for four years, and 
members of the Mouse for two years. You aro aware that by 
‘an ‘act of the last session of ÛC ngress, biennial sessioua of the 
Legislative Assembly are hereafter provided for.. The amend- 
ment. propose t would give regularity tò our alections for mem- 
bers of both Horses, and obviate any embarassmer t which might 
arise as to the status or life of the Legislature in ti 4 و‎ the noces- 
sity should at any time exist for an extraordinary session. 

DISTRICT MINING LAWS. - 5 

Under the Organic Act our courts have recently decided that 
no authority exists for the recognition by courts of the daws 
adopted by minera for the government of districts. I recommend 
a mamiorıgl or joint resoluticn, asking for such an amendment ‘of 
the Organic Act, as shall make it imperative upon our courts, to 
give these laws the same recognition and validity that they re- 
ceive in the Courts of California and Nevada. 


, ` INDIAN TREALIES. 
During the yesir past, treaties have been enterett into by the 


General Government with various Indian tribes,‘by which the 
indian title becomes extinguished to nearly all the settled por- 
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tion of our Territory, The treaty with the Mountain Crows has 
already been confirmed by the Senate, and it appoars by ita pro- 
visions that the mining region on the south and east of the Yel- 
lawatone, itetaling what. is kaown a3 Emigrant Gulch, is em- 
braced in the reservation set apart for the exclusive use of that 


tribe. The Yellowstone being the northern and western boun- - 


dary of the roservation, they are brought thereby into disagree- 
»ble proximity to the frontier fawn of Bozeman, and the thrifty 
farmers of the upper Gallatin. It would be well to ask the Com- 
missioner of Tudian Affairs to authorize and direct a supplemen- 
tury treaty, whereby tho Crows may surrender their title to all 
lands west ofthe meridian 109% west from Greenwich, or so much 
thoreof as may be necessary to open to miners all the Yellow- 
stone valley above Shield’s river or Twenty-five Yard creek. 

The treaty with the various bands of the Blackfeet Indians,cedes 
all that portibn of the Territory west and above the mouth of tke 
Marias, along the Missouri, thus extinguishing all Indian claim to 
that ‘region occupied by settlers, and through which the great 
thoroughfare from Benton, the head of navigation on the Mis- 
sonri, passes tu Helena. 

The treaty with the Bannacks and Snakes yields their right to 
all lands claimed by them, and locates theit reservation in the 
Salmon River valley. : 

The ratification of these treaties will relieve us from the charge 
of being trespassers on Indian land, snd our eourts from all 
doubt and hesitavey in adjudicating cases arising under the law 
regulating trade and intercourse with the Indians. A memorial 
to the Senate of the United States asking a ratification of these 
treaties ig recommended. ` 


PENITENTIARY: 


The sum set apart by Congress for the construction of a peni- 
tentiary has not yot been applied to that purpose. I urge you 
to ask the proper authorities to take action for the early comple- 
tion of the building, and at the same time request Congress to 
increase the allowance to one hundred thousand dollars. 

۱ _ RUSSIAN PURCHASE, ۰ 

Within the past year our government has purchased from 
Russia, the immense possessions of that Empire on the northwest 
coast. This acquisition is but a single advance towards the con- 
summation of the doctrine, early broached by the Fathers of the 
Republic, that the entire continent should be ultimately brought 


` 
کت 2 ee‏ کت جا وات وعد "لق" ere ees ets‏ اعد Be e‏ 


n‏ مه 


من ید يي م ييه فک مي موسي مسيم س 


9 1 
12 GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE, 


under the jurisdiction of our gover. ment. We may regard it us 
the beginning ofa series of negotiations for ‘the absorption of the 
northern and northwestern territory, ao long subject to foreign 
governments, "We are ۷ aundercd in oar northern possessions 
by the large and valuable country be onging to Great Britain, of 
which our ‘Territory forms part of the southern boundary, ‘This 
‘country, like our own, is traversed by the R tacky Mountain range, 
It has large, fertile and well watered valleys; rivérs of great mag- 
nitude, and a climate equal in salubricy ty that of Montana, The 
mountains, for the entire length ofthe range, are filed wath rich 
veins of gold and silver hearing quartz, and the streams meuu- 
der through pincers and gulches of surpassing richnexs. Mostof 
this ex‘ensive region has been partially settled ror the past pals 
century, by ti dere 1 md tr: uppers m the employ of the adson’s 
ات‎ Company. Tt is divided into colonies, several of which rival 
our own. Territory in extent, and in the variety and value of their 
resonreet. We are asaured by some of our citizens who have 
ire through this country t within the present boundaries of 
Alaske, that it is in every respect the equa’, aod in man) partic- 
wines the counterpart of our own, 
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The northwestern intersection of eur hayndany line with thatqf 


British Columbia is less tlan 300 miles fre m the waters which éneir-. 
ele theisland of Vanuouver. These waters, with Puget Sound, cons. 
stitute the most commodiqus ‘and fur all purposes the sifest and 
best harbor on the Pacific coast. Botrely protected from the 
ocean, it ailords a. sate and easy navigation through a great extent 
of conntry which is hountitully timbered, and abounds ıı all ure- 
ful minerals, The Russian treaty has completed onr title to the 
entire northwestern coast, with the exveption of three or four | 
handred miles. If this was included in our own domain, together 
with Vancouver, the proviuce of British Columbia, and the colo- 
nies ûf Sashkatchawan, Swan River, Red River and Rainy Lake, it 
would not only directly encoursge the erly construction of ‘the 
Northern Pacitic Railro: d, and greatly enhance its value and im- 
portante in the estimation of all men, but it would render if 110 
longer a northern, but a grent central route, with a region on 
either side of it extending for hundreds of tiles, of great value 
and exhaustless resources. -‘Towos of considerable size and com- 
merjal pretension, embracing: all the udvantager of our soas’ 
ports, have sprang up ov the island of Vancouver, and along the 
waters’ which separate Jt from the main land. They only need 
the enterprise and industry imparted by American institutions w ۰ 
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grow into erties of the first magnitude. The country or a por- 
tion of it, has been the subject of occasional tréaties between 

Great Britten and the United. ‘States, in one’ of which, provision 
was made for preserving to the ‘Tudaon’s Bay Company, even in 
that portion of the United States included in Montana, مایت‎ and a 
Washington, all their customary rights of traffic, thus secming 
ta them many advantages, which by reason of ‘the stringeney of 
our intercourse laws. are denied to ony citizens Lhe acquisi-* 
tion of this territory by our government is only a -question of 
time, but from our proximity to it, identity of pursuit, its ehgi- 
bility for ‘railroads and harbor facilities, as well as the easy over’ 
land counnunication it affords with oar hewly aeynired posses- 
sions, itis natural that we ovid anticipate ite purchase with 
some degree o* solicitude. We have learned enough of its re- 
sources to know what it may د‎ in the postessions of an en- 
terprising people, aud sympathizing with that sentiment, which ` 
would planc the free flag of the Republic over all portions of this 
continent, it عد‎ certainly not improper for us ta give expression to 
the patriotic views by which we ave animated. A series of reso- 
lutions to this effect, and aw intimation to our government of aut 
desire for the early acquisition of this territory, would give a 
practical embodiment to our opinions which would not fail to elicit 
attention, t 

۱ 1۱۳۲: ر[۸‎ BLECTION. 

١ 1 hopeit will not be deemed foreign to this ovcasion to advert 
to the hopeful fact, that our country has again emerged peacefully 
and safely from a violent Presidential canı ass, The public ol vice ' 
has fallen upon the Nation’smost eminent soldier. Durhig the four 
years of our desperate civil war, he advanced from comparative ob. ؛‎ 
security to the foremost military rank, and that confidence which he 
inspired iu the people while commanding their armies, preserved 
and augmented during four following years of ‘violent party 
agitation, has been earnestly expressed through the voices of a 
large majority of the citizens of the Repubhe. The result, I be- 
heve, inspires most propitious hopes for the future of our coun- > 
try—its peace—its prosperity—its unity; and while it has ex- 
torted the almost unanimous approval of the press of foreign na- 
tions, in our owt country, if it has failed to command universal 
approbation, it has at least merited and secured رع‎ atriotic and 
graceful acquiescence. 1 

PASY AND PRESENT. 
Gentlemen, we have now entered upon the fitth year of our * 
Territorial existence, 
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Four vears ago this month the first Legislative Assembly con- 
vened at Bannack City. Since that time we have more than 
qua ‘rapled our population, and from two or anized counties we 
have increased to ten. Then we wore au unsettled, migratory 
peop e, wild in the chase for gold; now we are fixed inhabitas ts, 
engaged in legitimate and permanent industry. 

* Tnliew af s few gulches and placers i in Madison and Beavor 
Head counties, we now find them ın six different counties, ind 
protitubly worked along nearly all our rivers. 

Two quart: mills have veen multiplied to near fifty, and 
quartz mining, then merely gpeculative in its ends, is uow 
tho substantial interest Òf our Territory, We then bad a single 
farm on the exstern slope, atthe forks of the Missouri, and a 
few in the Bitter Root on the western; now our valleys aro all 
cultivated. and spread a over with well tilled fields and thrifty 
herds of stock, and what was then regarded a stubborn, worth- ` 
less soil, bas been proved most generously productive in all the 
necessities of life, Then we were wholly depandent npon impor- 
tationis for tho staff of life; now, we can, not only feed ourselves 
and send abroad our millions of gold and silver, but by another 
yer or two we shall be able to farnigh trum our surping produce, 
subsistence for the miners far to the north, whose chafing, rest- 
less ambition tor new diggings, and whose indomitable pluck 
will constantly 000 our new discoveries, and disclose to the 
worl that our Rocky chain ia a golden chain, even from Darien 
to the waters of the ۰ 

The retrospect is ample, and I refrain from allusions to our 
prosperous commerce and successful ventures in almost- every 
channe? of prodnetive ‘industry. 

With so machin our four year’s life to encourage, us in our la- 
bors, E may. conclude’ with the exhortation that we put away 
party spirit and local joslousies, and with placuble temper anil 
pure patriotism, unite our best efforts and energies tor the glory 
of oer country, and the prosperity and goo | name of the coming 


¬, *commonwealth of Montans, ever trusting for direction and gui- 
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dance, to that Providence who holds the وت‎ of individuals 
and nations in His sovereign control, 
J AMES TUFTS, 
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j Acting Governor. 


